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158 REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 

days of my years are not yet three score and ten, but they are within 
an easy decade of the allotted span of man's life. Taken all round 
those sixty years have been so happy that I would, an I could, live 
almost every day of every year over again. 

"Sam Welter's knowledge of London life was said to have been 
extensive and peculiar. My experiences have also been of a varied 
nature, and certain days in many years have been not without inci- 
dents, which may be found of some interest to a patient reader, and 
especially so if his or her tastes lie in the direction of police work in 
general, and metropolitan murders in particular. 

"I never kept a diary nor even possessed a note book; so that in 
what I write I must trust to my memory and to my memory alone. 
Therefore I crave indulgence if any inaccuracies are to be found to 
have crept into some minutes of my days. ' ' 

These quotations from the preface give us a glimpse of the fea- 
tures of this fascinating book. It is written in literary style ; a style 
that seems almost to grow without training out of a genuine Scotch- 
man 's soul, but in this case it is a style that has at once such a native 
root, and that at the same time reflects on almost every one of the 
three hundred pages, the classic training of old Eton. The quotations 
suggest on the other hand the nature of the subject matter, for the 
book abounds in stories of famous murderers and murders, and the 
ins and outs of famous detectives pursuing their stealthy calling. 

In this volume we find stories of early days at Eton, the start in 
life of Bengal, Jack the Ripper, Bombs and Their Makers, Motiveless 
Murders, Blackmailers and Blackmailers, Some Sidelights on the 
Crippen Case. These are interspersed with descriptions of Days with 
the Bloodhounds, with Diarnal Oddments and the dinners and fare- 
wells with which the "Days of My Years" are closed. 



The Mental Health op the School Child. By J. E. Wallace 
Wallin. Tale University Press, New Haven, Conn. Pp. 450. 
$2.00 net. 

This volume is made up in large part of papers that have been 
presented here and there by the author, who is well known throughout 
our country as an expert in the diagnosis of mentally deficient chil- 
dren. Of particular interest to students of criminology, at present at 
any rate, are Chapters 8 and 9, in which the author discusses the 
Binet-Simon Tests, in which he shows in his incisive way some of the 
shortcomings of the method in its present form. We are interested 
further in Chapter 18 on "Public School Provisions for Mentally Un- 
usual Children." One of the striking things brought out here is the 
degree of training that has been attained by mental testers. In a large 
number of public school systems this presents a rather discouraging 
picture. It would seem to us that the difficult task of determining the 
mental condition of youth should he entrusted invariably to men or 
women of wide experience in dealing with such problems. 



